[Miles operation in rectal carcinoma: history and current status].
The Authors confirm how the advent of mechanical suture has directed the management of rectal carcinoma to an increasingly conservative attitude. In reporting their experience--which consists of about twenty years (222 patients) they specify how not only an increased incidence of recurrence has not appeared, but they have also observed a reduction of theirs (-5.2%). They then attempt to outline basic moments which have characterized the history of rectal carcinoma surgery and they state how today, 80 years since it was conceived, Miles' intervention maintains its validity, even if with more restrictive indications.